
I Have Always Set The Lord Before Me

There are times when we find ourselves not as close to God as we know we should. There are

times when we find ourselves spiritually weak and therefore susceptible to temptations. What

can we do in order to become closer to God again? One answer is found in Psalm 16:8, “I have

set the Lord always before me, because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.”

Let us look at what God has already provided for us. He has given His creation as evidence. He

has given us His eternal Word for guidance. He has given us prayer as an avenue of

communication with Him. He has given us souls of like precious faith for fellowship.

Take the time and reflect on the nature of God’s creation (Psalm 19:1-2). His creation impresses

upon us His eternal power and His deity (Romans 1:20). This helps us to understand more of

His power and of His person. This can help us to become closer to God. However, God’s

creation can tell you only so much about Him.

We need to spend more time in God’s Word to learn more of His will and purpose for us

(Hebrews 4:12-13). It is through the Bible that God has made His will fully known to us

(Ephesians 3:3-7). David used God’s Word to stay close to God (Psalm 119:92-93, 105, 147-

148). Jesus used the Word to resist the devil (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). We need to let God’s Word

help us draw nearer to God (James 4:7-8). Indeed, He is the source of peace and strength (Psalm

29:11; Isaiah 27:5).

Do we speak often with the Lord? We speak to God through our prayers (Philippians 4:6-7).

David found confessing sins to God brought forgiveness (Psalm 32:3-6). Jesus found prayer to

be a source of strength in time of trial (Matthew 26:36-44). He often withdrew into the

wilderness to pray (Luke 5:16). We are encouraged to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians

5:17-18). We are to believe in the effectiveness of our prayers (James 5:16).

Do we set the Lord before us through our fellowship? There is strength in numbers (Ecclesiastes

4:9-12). We need to exhort one another daily (Hebrews 3:12-13). We admonish one another

through our frequent assemblies of ourselves together (Hebrews 10:24-25). We are to give

preference to one another (Romans 12:10).

The early church found strength by assembling together. After Peter and John had been released,



they met with their companions and they spoke the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:23-31).

When Peter was imprisoned the church met together and prayed (Acts 12:12). Paul looked

forward to being with the church in Rome and being refreshed together with them (Romans

15:32).

This is a foretaste of our being in God’s presence (Revelation 7:9-17). When we do this, we

draw closer to God and can sing as did David, “In Your presence is fullness of joy, at your right

hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). God Himself has promised that He will never

leave us for forsake us (Hebrews 13:5-6).

Something to think about!

David B. McElwain


