
To Seek Or To Serve?

We are to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:32-33; 7:7).
However, there are those who are ever learning but never able to come to the knowledge of truth
(2 Timothy 3:7). How can we earnestly seek and not find? Are we really “seeking” or just
looking for an excuse for not doing what we know to be right? We can know the truth that will
free us spiritually (John 8:32).

What do we do when we have found what we were seeking? Some seek God and hope that they
may find Him but He is not far from them (Acts 17:27). Philip told Nathanael that “We have
found Him…come and see” (John 1:45-46). Nathanael responded with telling Jesus that He is
the Son of God (John 1:47-49). What will you do with Jesus?

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10; Romans 3:23). We are reminded that
Jesus came to serve, not to be served (Matthew 20:28). When we have done all that we can
during this life, we are still unprofitable servants only doing what was expected of us (Luke
17:10). It is according to what we have and not what we do not have (i.e. 2 Corinthians 8:12).

The things written before were written for our learning (Romans 15:4). With knowledge comes
responsibility. The servant that knew his master’s will and did not do it will be beaten with many
stripes. The servant that did not know his master’s will but did things worthy of stripes, will be
beaten with few stripes (Luke 12:47-48).

Regardless of one’s age there are some actions that are not acceptable. We are not to withhold
correction from a child (Proverbs 23:13-14). If we know to do good and do not, to us it is sin
(James 4:17). The servant that knew the Master but was afraid and hid his talent is described as
an unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:24-30).

Who decides spiritually what we need to do? God does through His word. As new born babes we
are to long for the pure milk of the word (1 Peter 2:1-2). Through practice we have our senses
train to discern good and evil (Hebrews 5:12-14). We are to grow in the grace and knowledge of
Jesus Christ and His righteousness (2 Peter 3:18).

Even a small child can serve with what they have and where they are – without understanding all
the reasons or the ramifications. Once we were a child spiritually and then we are to put away
childish things (1 Corinthians 13:11). It is a growth process. We become concerned for others
and how we may serve them (1 Corinthians 8:12-13).

As adults we still have responsibilities (Titus 2:1-8). Paul said he had to buffet his body daily
lest he be a castaway (1 Corinthians 9:27). We are to show ourselves approved unto God (2
Timothy 2:15).

Are we special and think that we will have no problems? Are we like Gideon and ask why has
all this befallen us (Judges 6:13). Do not think it strange when the fiery trials come upon us (1
Peter 4:12-13). Jesus was unjustly treated. They persecuted Him and they will persecute us
(John 15:20).

How do we handle all this? Jesus left us an example to follow in His steps. Jesus put His trust in
the Father. Look at His request to His Father before the cross (Matthew 26:39, 42, 44). Look at
His last words on the cross (Luke 23:46). Jesus trusted His Father (1 Peter 2:18-25). Jesus



committed His soul to His Father (1 Peter 4:19).

Have we found what we are looking for? Are we serving where we are now with what we know?
Would it be said that God is not ashamed to be called our God (Hebrews 11:16)? Will we
receive that crown of life (Revelation 2:10)?

Something to think about!
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